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books, and we had no other course to suggest, we let the matter stand
as it was, though we objected to it."1
The weight and quality of the evidence submitted convinced
the Copyright Committee that the delivery of five copies of each
new book was a somewhat objectionable hardship imposed on
those engaged in commerce in books. But because previous legis-
lative amelioration in this matter had saddled upon the Treasury
the expense of compensating annually those libraries henceforth
deprived of their privilege, the Committee shrank from asking
the Government to strike off the remaining libraries, lest ad-
ditional grants became necessary.
At the Third International Congress of Publishers held in
London in 1899,2 a paper inveighing against legal deposit was
read by the London publisher, Edward Marston. While admit-
ting the advantages accruing to authors and publishers from de-
positing in the British Museum one copy of every work pub-
lished, Marston complained that the question of the compulsory
delivery of copies assumed a totally different aspect when a num-
ber of public libraries demanded copies. He thought the tax of five
copies an oppressive one, and contended that the burden was on
the wrong shoulders, there being no other trade or profession
having to bear any peculiar tax from which all other members of
the community were exempt. The only feasible reason, he said,
why the publishers submitted to the tax was because of ancient
custom. But no reciprocal benefits were received by them in
exchange for the copies, as was the case in the days of the Licens-
ing Acts. During the sixty years of Queen Victoria's reign the
libraries had received 1,500,000 works between them gratis from
the publishers. Taking five shillings as a reasonable calculation
for the average retail value of a book, this amounted to no less a
sum than ^375,000. In his paper Marston also lamented the
unreasonable demands made by the libraries for copies of French,
German, and American works imported into England in small
editions. These works in many instances possessed no English
copyright. But because, for the convenience of the public, the
English publishers put their imprint on the title-pages, demands
for the copies followed automatically.* Marston concluded with
1 Ut supra, parag. 307.
*  This Coaigress was held at Stationers* Hall, 7-10 June 1899.
*  Incidentally, the library authorities, apparently doubtful of the validity